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THE  BLESSED JOHN  ROCHESTER,  AND   THE   BLESSED
JAMES   WALWORTH, CARTHUSIANS, MARTYRS.

WE are not surprised to learn that the murders of the holy Carthusian
Fathers of the London Charter house and of the other faithful Catholics,
both ecclesiastical and lay, aroused not only throughout England but all
over the Continent, the greatest resentment against Henry VIII.     At
Venice,  especially,  the  people  exclaimed  vehemently  against  the per-
secution, and the English King was generally looked upon everywhere
abroad as a second Nero.   No doubt this consensus of public opinion gave
even the Tudor despot good reason to pause a while, and though he prob-
ably would willingly have slaughtered the whole Charterhouse, he deemed
it more prudent to proceed by other and less staggering means.   Two lay
Commissioners, and afterwards a number of other persons were obtruded
on the monks, with instructions to harass them in every way.   The silence
was interrupted, the chanting of the Office day and night, disturbed, and
even the privacy of the cell taken away.    Many books were removed on
the absurd ground of containing errors and heresies, and very soon matters
became even worse.    Low fellows wandered about the cloisters jeering
at the religious, and now and then even striking them, while the temporal
government of the house was entrusted to a lay official.   The good Fathers
endured all this grievous persecution with true Carthusian patience*   For
they had the example of their martyred Prior (Blessed John Houghton)
and his two fellow-martyrs to sustain them, as well as also the teaching and
remembrance of their late holy Prior, William Tynbigh or Tynbygh.
This venerated Superior, who died in 1531, was an Irishman, and for
sixty years he had edified the Community by his extraordinary sanctity.
God had favoured him with heavenly raptures and ecstasies, and, no doubt,
but for the confusion, bloodshed, and destruction brought about by the
wickedness of the King, he would have been, in due course, canonized.
On the anniversary of the deaths of Blessed John Houghton and his com-
panions, four of the leading monks of the Charterhouse were deported to
distant houses of the Order, still remaining in England.   Of these, the
Blessed John Rochester and the Blessed James Walworth were sent to the
Charterhouse at Hull.     Great efforts had been made to bend Fr. John
Rochester to the King's will.   He had been argued with by apostates such
as the fallen friar, John Maydwell, and publicly preached at by an obsequious
Bishop of the Court.   In sending him and Fr. Walworth to Hull, it was
hoped that both would immediately be induced to yield, for the Car-